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The Palestinian Human Rights Organization PHRO

Position assessment paper regarding the ongoing hostilities in Gaza and its border communities

Gaza tragedy today: Who bears responsibility now, and who will fall later?

The Palestinian Human Rights Organization (PHRO) reiterates its strict condemnation of all hostilities,
targeting of civilians and taking them hostages, as well as the ongoing arrests campaign taking place
and condemns in the strongest terms the horrific crimes against humanity, against Palestinian civilians,
which rise to the crimes of genocide, which came as a result of unlimited and unconditional
international support for the Israeli war on Gaza.

PHRO expresses its grave concern at the continuation and escalation of the war, and its deep fear of its
expansion and the extension of other axis in the region, and the accompanying grave consequences
that could undermine all fundamentally small hopes for the peace process, and bring back the region's
history of futile wars, thereby undermining any commitment to human rights and relevant

instruments and laws.

PHRO confirms that it is not possible to delve into or discuss the course and consequences of the
October 7" military operation, consider it or describe it as a declaration of war, without keeping in
mind the root causes that begin with the occupation of the land, killing and displacing half of the
people, confiscating their right to return, fragmentation, persecution, siege, escalating violations and
grave crimes against half of those remaining.

In that sense, it is not possible to hold Hamas movement fully responsible and consider the hostile
acts and serious crimes committed by the Israeli occupation army as acts of defensive reprisal. The
October 7 military operation is nothing more than a breaching of fragile cease-fire that has always
been carried out through mediation and under pressure that offers benefit to both parties to the
conflict, and not based on principles that produces just and sustainable solutions. The latest cycle of
violence is the bloodiest attacks in decades, which are deeply rooted in the apartheid policy
implemented by Israel and its illegal occupation of Palestinian lands.

Assuming that the October 7 military operation included war crimes, this is if it is confirmed that
civilians were targeted and some of them were taken hostage of war, and in addition to the launching
of indiscriminate rockets, A question arises here (and this is to be objective and not to justify), what
are the options available to the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip within the circumstances that we all
know: the siege, consecutive of violence and killing cycles, and in versus an occupying army that is
heavily armed, well equipped and has great potential, capabilities, all the options and spaces available
and open to it, while what we observe that this army has chosen, with determination, to carry out all
these violations and serious crimes, not only to commit war crimes, but crimes against humanity and
crimes of apartheid, in disregard of all international laws and conventions?

The question now is whether the hostilities taking place, the unprecedented escalation of policies of
collective punishment and siege, the ban of humanitarian aid entry, especially food, medical supplies,
and fuel, water and electricity cuts, indiscriminate bombing and the use of white phosphorus, and the
sharp rise in the number of dead and wounded among civilians (children/women/elderly), the
systematic and barbaric destruction of infrastructure, the targeting and destruction directed against
civilian objects, including those bearing distinctive signs such as schools and shelters run by the United
Nations agency UNRWA, as well as places of worship and hospitals, as well the crime of deportation
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and forcible transfer/ displacement of the resident population, all of which fall within the justification
for the process of revenge against Hamas movement and the decision to eliminate it? Or a deliberate
and pre-planned operation targeting Palestinians of all sects, liquidating their cause while waiting for
an opportunity to implement it and perpetuate the apartheid regime? Was this why Israel ignored the
warnings indicating that something was being prepared in the Gaza Strip?

What happened during the past three decades, came as a result of the failure of the international
community to implement UN resolutions related to the Palestinian issue, and the failure of those in
charge of the peace process to produce a solution to the ongoing conflict that meets the minimum
human and political rights (collective and individual) for Palestinians, and puts an end to its significant
impact on the region countries, and its negative repercussions on the international community,
particularly European countries and especially those located on the shoreline of the Mediterranean.
The international community is facing a historic moment of truth, Will they turn a blind eye and freeze
humanitarian laws and charters to pass the Israeli military operation? and the war crimes amounting
to the crimes of apartheid and the genocide that it entail !?

The international community should know that if it remains silent and turns a blind eye, it will expose
Palestinian civilians to starvation, displacement, and serious violations, and completely undermine
international standards in a way that may seriously undermine commitment to human rights, not only
in the Middle East region, but everywhere. The European Union in particular should know that if the
war continues and the crime of deportation and forced transfer of population is committed, this will
not produce a solution, but rather return us to ground zero. If the Palestinians are deported to the
Sinai desert, they will not remain there long, and will most likely find ways to cross to the shoreline of
the Mediterranean Sea, where there is no return to the humiliation of asylum, especially that there is
no horizon.

The issue of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon is a prime example of what would happen if the residents
of the Gaza Strip were displaced to Sinai. The number of Palestinian refugees registered in UNRWA
records is approximately 500,000 Palestinian refugees, and slightly more than that in official Lebanese
records, but all statistics and estimates based on direct observe of reality by UNRWA and competent
authorities limit the number of remaining refugees between 174,000 and 200,000. As for the
remaining, they chose to seek refuge again safety around the world, especially in Europe, after they
suffered and were subjected to non-stay policies (for more in this regard, see the recent report
published by PHRO titled: The migration of Palestinian refugees from Lebanon and the rise of deadly
journeys as the inevitable result of widespread policies and practices of racial exclusion). It should be
noted that Egyptian laws and policies regarding refugees are not in the best condition.

The question today is: What awaits the refugee community in the coming years after their human and
material capabilities were depleted by bearing the burdens of decades of deprivation and suffering?
The situation we are facing makes us look forward to the initiative of the main parties responsible for
refugees and the relevant parties to adopt and launch multiple strategies that contribute to producing
various solutions to alleviate the severity of the current crisis: solutions that are integrated with the
final solution based on the resolutions of international legitimacy and the right to self-determination
for the Palestinian people.



PHRO calls to:

The international community and the Security Council must intervene and take immediate and
urgent measures/action to stop hostilities, provide protection, deliver humanitarian aid, and establish
safe humanitarian passageway that allow the wounded and sick to leave the Gaza Strip and return to it
as soon as hostilities stop.

Both parties to the conflict strictly adhere to the laws of war/international law, especially
humanitarian law, which requires respect for civilians and warns against intentional targeting of them,
and to release all civilians hostage and detained by both parties to the conflict, without restriction or
condition.

Both parties to the conflict must treat the war prisoners in accordance with relevant international
laws and agreements until the final closure of this file, as there are some of whom have spent decades
of years now, in addition to more than 1,200 administrative detainees who are detained without trial

The competent authorities, especially the United Nations Committee concern on the Situation in the
Occupied Territories and the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Expedite the urgent
investigation of crimes committed since October 7, by all parties, and their prolonged root causes, and
initiating prosecution of those involved.

The international community should pressure to end the ongoing illegal Israeli occupation as an act of
aggression, and to find a just solution to the refugee issue, sine the lack of a just solution and the
continuation of the state of occupation are the basis for all acts of violence and counter-violence that
we are witnessing, and the greatest obstacle to the peace process based on the two-state solution.

PHRO is an independent non-governmental organization, established in 1997, recognized in Lebanon under
registration no. 36/AD and works for promoting, protecting and defending the Human Rights of the Palestinian
Refugees in MENA region. PHRO is a member of the international Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the

EuroMED rights and the Arab Organization for Human Rights (AOHR).
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